Notes on PSALM 119  -  from a lesson given July 23, 2006 in the “Summer Psalms” series

2. PSALM 119  -  A most remarkable psalm!

.

3. 
1.  The LONGEST CHAPTER of the Bible – 176 verses, each a poetic couplet

4. The CENTER of the Bible [almost exactly]

5. EVERY VERSE HAS A SPECIFIC REFERENCE to God’s Word, the Bible  (with few exceptions)  Therefore, it is the ultimate teaching on the wonder and power and value of the Bible.
6. EVERY VERSE HAS A SPECIFIC REFERENCE to God.  The most oft used word in the Psalm is “Thy” (or “Your”) and so it is an ultimate teaching on GOD as well.

7. Combining the 2 thoughts in every verse, the obvious appropriate title for this Psalm is “THY WORD”  (or “Your Word”)

8. IT IS IN 22 SECTIONS  (or “strophes) – each named for one of the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet  (all constenants)

NOTE:  Jewish scholars consider the number 22 to be of special importance –

a. not only because it is the number of letters in the Hebrew alphabet,

b. bit because it is the number of generations from ADAM to JACOB [Israel]

c. and it is the number of WORKS of God in Creation from Genesis 1

9. THERE ARE EXALTLY 8 COUPLETS, or verses, in each of the 22 sections; 22x8 = 176 verses


   8 is considered to be the number of completion and order – completing the perfect 7 – like the 8 beatitudes of Jesus

10. IT IS AN ELABORATE ACROSTIC - Each of the 8 couplets of each section (each verse) begin with the same Hebrew letter in it’s title. 




(Ex.  vs 1-8 each begin with the Hebrew alphabet equivalent of “A”

11. 

               vs. 9-16 each begin with “B” and so on . . .)

12. Therefore it is a PRIMER on the BIBLE – and was one of the sections memorized by children – made easier by the acrostic format.

13.  EACH of the 22 SECTIONS uses the same 8 different Hebrew words which are synonomous with God;s divine revelation.  In most of our English translations, these 8 Hebrew words translate into 9 or 10 English words:

God’s LAW, TESTIMONIES, WAYS, PRECEPTS, STATUTES, COMMANDMENTS, JUDGMENTS, WORD, ORDINANCES, TRUTH, FAITHFULNESS.  Thought they each have variance of meaning, for our purpose we can see them as synonyms – different poetic ways to refer to the Bible.

14.  In our English translations, the most often used word for God’s revelation is WORD  (2x more often than other words).So again, “THY WORD” is an appropriate TITLE.

15. Each of the 22 sections has a specific THEME in regards to God’s Word, the Bible.  Here are my suggested themes.

               v. 1-8
OBEDIENCE   (v. 1)



v. 9-16
PURITY    
(v. 9    – also 11)



v. 17-24
DELIGHT
(v. 24  -  also 18)




v. 25-32
UNDERSTANDING    (v. 27  -  also 32)



v. 33-40
GUIDANCE
(v. 37  -  also 38)



v. 41-48
WITNESSING
(v. 42  -  also 46)



v. 49-56
COMFORT
(v. 50  -  also 52)



v. 57-64
RESOLUTION (v. 57)



v. 65-72
AFFLICTION
(v. 71  - also 67)



v. 73-80
EXAMPLE
(v. 74  -  also 78)



v. 81-88
HOPE
(v. 81  -  also 88)



v. 89-96
LONGEVITY
(v. 89,90 – also 96)



v. 97-104
LOVE
(v. 97  -  also 103)



v. 105-112
LIGHT
(v. 105  -  also 110)



v. 113-120
CONTRAST
(v. 113  - also 120)



v. 121-128
INTERVENTION  (v. 121  -  also 126)



v. 129-136
ILLUMINATION  (v. 130 – also 135)



v. 137-144
RIGHTEOUS
(v. 137  -  also 144)



v. 145-152
PRAYER
(v. 145  -  also 146, 147)



v. 153-160
REVIVE
(v. 154  -  also 156, 159)



v. 161-168
PEACE
(v. 161  -  also 165)



v. 169-176
PRAISE
(v. 171  -  also 175)

